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1. Prepare a two-page report on coded information in your location. Possibilities for investigation include driver's license numbers in your state, student ID numbers and bar codes at your school, and bar codes used by your school library and city library. Identify the coding schemes and, when possible, determine whether a check digit is employed. Include samples. The "Suggested Readings" section at the end of this chapter lists sources of information that will assist you.



2. Prepare a two-page report on the driver's license coding schemes used by Michigan, Maryland, and Washington (Michigan and Maryland use the same method). J. Gallian's "Assigning Driver's License Numbers" has the information you will need (see the "Suggested Readings" section at the end of this chapter).



3. Use the Web to find material for a two-page report on the history of the bar code.



4. Use the Web to find material for a two-page report on the Barcode of Life project.



5. Use the Web to find material for a two-page report on smart card technology.



6. Use the Web to find material for a two-page report on the Soundex system. 



