
Chapter 9

9.53 Smoking cessation. Go to the New England Journal of Medicine website, www 
.nejm.org, and find the article “A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Financial 
Incentives for Smoking Cessation” by Volpp et al. in the February 12, 2009, issue. 
Under the Issues link, you need to go to the BRowSe FUll Index link and then 
to the February 12, 2009, issue. You can then download the pdf of the article for free. 
was this a comparative study? was randomization used? How many subjects took part? 
There were 22 subjects in the control group and 64 in the incentive group who were 
still not smoking six months after they quit. what were the percents in each group? 
This difference is statistically significant. explain in simple language what this means. 

9.54 Find an experiment. You can find the latest medical research in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association at www.jama.ama-assn.org and the New England 
Journal of Medicine at www.nejm.org. Many of the articles describe randomized 
comparative experiments and use the language of statistical significance when giving 
conclusions. look through the abstracts and find an experiment of interest to you. If 
your institution has a subscription to these journals, you should be able to view the 
entire article. otherwise, use the information in the abstract to answer as many of 
these questions as you can. what was the purpose of the experiment? How many fac-
tors were in the experiment, and what were the levels of the factors? what response(s) 
were measured? How many subjects were assigned to each of the treatments, and was 
randomization used? was it a double-blind experiment? what were the conclusions, 
and were the results statistically significant?
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