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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter. 
 
Learning Target: Describe the elements of a valid, scientific public opinion poll.   
 
AP® Key Concepts 
focus group 
scientific poll 
sample 
random selection 
representative sample 
weighting 
sampling error 
mass survey 

entrance survey 
exit poll 
benchmark poll 
tracking poll 
random digit dialing 
question order 
question wording 

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Types of polls Defining characteristics  Examples 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  Elected officials' ability to respond to the preferences expressed by citizens is:  

A.  required for reelection.  
B.  crucial to achieving policy goals.  
C.  required for effective representation in a democracy. 
D.  a direct result of public opinion surveys.  

 
 
2.  Jenny has been asked to participate in a small group to discuss the possibility of raising the local option sales 
tax in her city. Jenny has been asked to participate in: 

A.  a focus group. 
B.  an election.  
C.  a public opinion survey.  
D.  a town hall meeting.  

 
 
3.  Which statement BEST describes random selection? 

A.  picking respondents based on income level  
B.  picking respondents based on race  
C.  picking respondents in a way that does not under- or overrepresent any group 
D.  picking respondents in a way that overrepresents one political party  
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4.  A poll that uses a sample that reflects the characteristics of the chosen population is using a:  
A.  randomized sample.  
B.  population sample.  
C.  focus group.  
D.  representative sample. 

 
 
5.  Mass surveys typically aim to include: 

A.  1,000 respondents.  
B.  1,500 respondents. 
C.  2,000 respondents.  
D.  3,000 respondents.  

 
 
6.  A news reporter approaches Michael and asks him to answer a few questions about who he plans to vote for 
and why before he enters his polling place. If he agrees, Michael will have participated in a(n)  
 
________________________________________________. 
 
 
7.  A benchmark poll can be BEST described as: 

A.  a poll taken at the beginning of a campaign to gauge support for a candidate and distinguish what 
voters view as important issues. 
B.  a poll taken as people arrive at their polling places to get an idea of which candidate might win.  
C.  a poll taken as people exit the polling place to get an idea of which candidate might win.  
D.  a poll taken during the midterms to determine how people think the president is doing in office so 
far. 

 
 
8.  Which type of poll is used for determining who is winning or losing at any given moment? 

A.  a benchmark poll  
B.  a mass survey  
C.  a tracking poll 
D.  a public opinion survey  

 
 
9.  Jody has just taken an online survey about how she feels toward certain public policies. Jody has participated 
in: 

A.  a scientific poll.  
B.  a benchmark poll.  
C.  a tracking poll.  
D.  an internet poll. 
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10.  How might question order affect the results of a poll? 
A.  Asking one question might influence the answer of the following question. 
B.  One question might be harder than the other and confuse the respondent.  
C.  Asking a question might guide respondents to a specific answer.  
D.  The wording of a question may cause an emotional response in the respondent and influence their 
answer.  

 
 
11.  The election results for the 2016 presidential election were: 

A.  similar to what the polls had indicated.  
B.  predicted based on the polling results throughout the campaign.  
C.  within the margin of error of the polls.  
D.  influenced by exit polls.  

 
 
12.  Which is a reason the polling results of the 2016 election were unable to accurately predict the winner? 

A.  Many of the poll questions were biased.  
B.  Those who did not normally turn out to vote ended up voting. 
C.  Media outlets were unbiased toward either candidate.  
D.  The sample size of respondents was too large to properly analyze. 


