
American Government: Stories of a Nation for the AP® Course 
Guided Reading 
Section 11.3: The Effects of Public Opinion on Democratic Representation 
 

© 2019 Bedford, Freeman & Worth High School Publishers 

Name__________________________________________ 
Date___________________ Class___________________ 

 
 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target. 
 
Learning Target: Explain how public opinion polling impacts elections and policymaking.   
 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Characteristics of public opinion 
polling 

Effect on government Examples 
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 After you read 
Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  What is one of the key factors in predicting public opinion in America? 

A.  income  
B.  political party 
C.  level of education  
D.  race  

 
 
2.  Which statement BEST describes the gender gap? 

A.  Women are more likely to vote for Democratic Party candidates than men, who are more likely to 
vote for Republican Party Candidates. 
B.  Women are more likely to vote in general elections than men, who are more likely to vote in 
primaries and local elections.  
C.  Women are more likely to vote for Republican Party candidates than men, who are more likely to 
vote for Democratic Party Candidates.  
D.  Men are more likely to turn out to vote than women, who are less likely to turn out for elections.  

 
 
3.  Anita is an African American woman who was deeply moved by the Black Lives Matter movement and has a 
history of voting Democratic. Anita is likely to believe that: 

A.  the shooting of Michael Brown gives too much attention to race.  
B.  the shooting of Michael Brown raises important issues about race.  
C.  the shooting of Michael Brown was properly handled by investigators.  
D.  police officers treat members of minority groups fairly.  

 
 
4.  Which is a way that an elected official might use public opinion polling? 

A.  to determine which policies the public cares about 
B.  to decide which campaign tactics are most effective  
C.  to alter the outcome of an election  
D.  to boost their approval ratings  

 
 
5.  The differences in responses to how much social welfare programs should be reformed is an example of: 

A.  manipulation via question order.  
B.  weighting poll results.  
C.  manipulation via question wording. 
D.  statistical analysis.  

 
 
6.  Which is a reason Congress would pass a bill opposed by the public? 

A.  They believe it will benefit the public in the long run. 
B.  They believe the public is wrong.  
C.  They believe the media wrongly influenced public opinion.  
D.  They do not trust the public opinion polls.  
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7.  The protests in Ferguson likely: 
A.  caused a change in public opinion regarding race discrimination.  
B.  exacerbated the issue of race discrimination in America.  
C.  show a potential correlation between protests and perception of race discrimination. 
D.  improved the relationship between police officers and African Americans.  

 
 
8.  In general, politicians who ignore public opinion are MOST likely to see: 

A.  an increase in support.  
B.  a decrease in support. 
C.  an increase in voter turnout.  
D.  a decrease in voter turnout.  

 
 


