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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter. 
 
Learning Target: Describe the different ideologies of the Republican and Democratic parties.  
 
AP® Key Concepts 
political ideology 
right 
privilege 
party ideology 

party identification 
conservatism 
liberalism 
libertarianism   

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Republican ideologies Democratic ideologies Impact on politics 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  Political ideology is: 

A.  a belief in the importance of freedom and personal rights.  
B.  support for the government and the decisions it makes.  
C.  an outcome of the policymaking process of governance.  
D.  a set of beliefs about the desired goals and outcomes of a process of governance. 

 
 
2.  Which is not a way that individuals' political ideologies often differ? 

A.  how much government should act to ensure equality of opportunity  
B.  the degree to which government should regulate economic activity  
C.  how deeply the government should be involved in individuals' private lives  
D.  whether people must respect the rule of law 

 
 
3.  Why do access to and cost of health care tend to be an ideological debate? 

A.  Issues with health care primarily affect the Republican Party and its supporters.  
B.  There is disagreement over whether health care is a privilege or a right. 
C.  Federal regulations currently prevent many Americans from buying health insurance.  
D.  The government has traditionally not been involved in issues of health care.  
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4.  How could the Secrist family benefit from the passage of the ACA when the Gibbs family was disadvantaged 
by it? 

A.  New rules allowed the Secrist family to buy a cheaper plan with more limited coverage, but the 
Gibbs family was denied that option because they did not have a child.  
B.  The Secrist family was able to get a group plan for a better rate, while the Gibbs family could only get 
individual plans that cost almost double what the Secrists paid.  
C.  New rules and subsidies let the Secrist family afford an insurance plan where they could not before, 
but required the Gibbs family to buy a costly plan with more coverage than they needed. 
D.  The Secrist family enjoyed more options for insurance in their state, thanks to the ACA, while the 
Gibbs family suffered under a contracting market.  

 
 
5.  How does President Trump's ideology regarding health care differ from President Obama's? 

A.  Trump believes that the government should not require people to purchase health insurance, while 
Obama believes that it should. 
B.  Trump believes that the government should help people buy health insurance by offering tax breaks, 
while Obama believes that government should help them through limits on premium costs.  
C.  Trump believes in the government expanding health-care coverage to as many people as possible, 
while Obama believes in focusing on improving existing coverage for those who have it.  
D.  Despite being from different political parties, Trump and Obama do not differ much on the topic of 
health-care policy.  

 
 
6.  According to the graph of political ideology, who is the most libertarian figure in American politics? 

A.  Donald Trump  
B.  Obama (2012)  
C.  Bernie Sanders  
D.  Ron Paul 

 
 
7.  According to the graph of political ideology, who is the most left-leaning figure in American politics? 

A.  Bernie Sanders 
B.  Obama (2008)  
C.  Stalin  
D.  Hillary Clinton  

 
 
8.  The philosophy of a political party regarding the proper role of government and its set of positions on major  
 
issues is known as a(n) _____________________________________________. 
 
 
9.  Which of these opposing ideologies is not a feature of American politics? 

A.  order and stability versus individual liberties  
B.  bureaucratic authoritarianism versus democratic and republican government 
C.  individual economic initiative versus shared economic action  
D.  regulation of moral behavior versus government noninvolvement in morality  
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10.  If Andrea supports less control of firearms and fewer regulations for businesses, but opposes same-sex 
marriage, she probably considers herself a(n): 

A.  liberal.  
B.  conservative. 
C.  libertarian.  
D.  independent or unaffiliated voter.  

 
 
11.  On what statement of policy would liberals and libertarians be most likely to agree? 

A.  Important parts of the economy should be heavily regulated by the government.  
B.  The government needs to enforce codes of moral behavior.  
C.  The private lives of individuals should not be subject to government scrutiny or control.  
D.  The government interferes too much in the economy.  

 
 
12.  The controversy over fracking shows the ideological tensions between Democrats and Republicans over: 

A.  professional decorum.  
B.  regulations and property rights. 
C.  taxation.  
D.  gun control and the Second Amendment.  

 
 


