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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter. 
 
Learning Target: Describe the tactics used by interest groups to achieve their goals and how they interact with 
bureaucratic agencies and members of Congress through iron triangles and issue networks. 
 
AP® Key Concepts 
economic interest groups 
public interest groups 
single-issue groups 
government interest groups 
lobbying 

revolving door 
amicus curiae brief 
iron triangle 
issue network 
grassroots lobbying 

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Interest group tactics Relationships with government Impact on policy 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  Which type of interest groups advocate for the financial interests of their members? 

A.  economic interest groups 
B.  government interest groups  
C.  public interest groups  
D.  single-issue groups  

 
 
2.  An example of an area that a public interest group would work in is: 

A.  labor relations.  
B.  sex trafficking awareness.  
C.  social welfare. 
D.  land grants.  

 
 
3.  ___________________________ is how interest groups interact with government officials in the hopes of 
gaining support on public policy issues.  
 
 
4.  Those who are in favor of the concept of the revolving door argue that lobbying is most effective when 
former government officials:  

A.  bring their expertise to the table.  
B.  leave the lobbying up to someone else.  
C.  volunteer their expertise.  
D.  demand oversight of the process.  
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5.  One strategy lobbyists use to influence legislation is called direct lobbying, which is when lobbyists contact:  
A.  members of Congress directly.  
B.  members of the Supreme Court directly.  
C.  members of interest groups.  
D.  members of the executive branch directly.  

 
 
6.  Often when dealing with the executive branch, interest groups will take advantage of federal laws that 
require executive branch agencies to notify the public in order to:  

A.  solicit input on rules and procedures.  
B.  prepare them for changes in all laws.  
C.  gain support for a piece of legislation.  
D.  generate financial aid to fund certain projects.  

 
 
7.  When interest groups file an amicus curiae, or a "friend of the court," brief, they are trying to persuade the:  

A.  general public to obtain support for a certain side.  
B.  political parties to discuss the issue.  
C.  Supreme Court to agree with certain arguments.  
D.  president to step in to stop the hearings.  

 
 
8.  The term issue network is used to describe the webs of:  

A.  relationships between interest groups and the government.  
B.  influence between lobbyists and the Supreme Court.  
C.  influence between interest groups, policymakers, and advocates.  
D.  relationships between people and the government.  

 
 
9.  Grassroots lobbying is a way interest groups mobilize their members to: 

A.  pressure the president directly.  
B.  pressure CEOs on Wall Street.  
C.  pressure elected representatives directly.  
D.  pressure Supreme Court justices.  

 


