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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter.  
 
Learning Target: Describe the development of American federalism over time. 
 
AP® Key Concepts 
Thirteenth Amendment 
Fourteenth Amendment 
Fifteenth Amendment 

dual federalism 
selective incorporation 
cooperative federalism 

 
 While you read 

Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Constitutional elements 
(amendments, clauses, etc) 

National or state power? Interpretation over time 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  Who is considered one of the most important figures in shaping the American federal system of government? 

A.  John Madison  
B.  George Washington  
C.  John Marshall 
D.  Benjamin Franklin 

 
 
2.  Which is a fact of the McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) case? 

A.  The state of Maryland was the only state that wanted to tax the Second Bank of the United States.  
B.  It centered on the question if Congress could charter national banks. 
C.  Bank officials paid the tax but thought it was too high and challenged it.  
D.  The charter for the bank was still ongoing and was cut short.  

 
 
3.  Which statement BEST explains the precedent Chief Justice John Marshall set regarding the Constitution? 

A.  That Congress has certain implied powers that are not listed in the Constitution. 
B.  That Congress is the only body that can levy taxes.  
C.  That creating a bank should be a power given to the president.  
D.  That any powers not explicitly given to Congress in the Constitution go to the states.  

 
 
4.  What was the significance of the Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) case? 

A.  The Marshall Court used this case to expand upon the powers of the states.  
B.  The Marshall Court used this case to weigh in on the powers of Congress under the supremacy 
clause.  
C.  The Marshall Court used this case to weigh in on the powers of Congress under the commerce 
clause. 
D.  The Marshall Court used this case to further describe the scope of Congress and its implied powers.  

 
 
5.  Historically, the Marshall Court ruled in favor of: 

A.  the people.  
B.  the states.  
C.  the national government. 
D.  foreign interests.  
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6.  Which statement BEST describes Marshall’s argument against the literal interpretation of the Constitution? 
A.  He knew that the founders did not make it an all-encompassing document.   
B.  He did not think that the Constitution should be taken as seriously.  
C.  He did not believe the Constitution could contain all necessary legal codes or responsibilities. 
D.  He worried that a literal interpretation would give states too much power and weaken the 
government.  

 
 
7.  What is the purpose of the Thirteenth Amendment? 

A.  to allow African Americans to use the same facilities as whites  
B.  to prohibit states from denying someone due process  
C.  to outlaw slavery 
D.  to give African Americans the right to vote  

 
 
8.  The concept that anyone who is born in the United States is a United States citizen is part of: 

A.  the Thirteenth Amendment.  
B.  the Fourteenth Amendment. 
C.  the Fifteenth Amendment.  
D.  the supremacy clause.  

 
 
9.  What is the function of the Fifteenth Amendment? 

A.  To outlaw the practice of slavery.  
B.  To prohibit states from denying due process.  
C.  To allow African American citizens to vote. 
D.  To grant citizenship to anyone born in the United States. 

 
 
10.  There was one dissenting opinion on the decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which stated that: 

A.  when it comes to civil rights, all citizens are created equal. 
B.  the facilities should be made equal in quality if they are to be separate.  
C.  the Constitution should mention inequality if some will be treated lesser than others.  
D.  the Louisiana law should not be applied to all other states.  

 
 
11.  Which statement BEST summarizes the system of dual federalism? 

A.  The state and national governments operate within their own areas of public policy. 
B.  The state governments form public policy to have the national government enforce.  
C.  The state and national governments work together to form public policy.  
D.  The national government forms public policy for states to enforce.  

 
 
12.  The term “Lochner Era,” used by legal scholars, refers to a time in American history when: 

A.  bakers had a sixty-hour workweek.  
B.  the governments tried to regulate working conditions. 
C.  child labor laws were being passed.  
D.  immigrant workers began to unionize.  
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13.  The process by which liberties in the Bill of Rights are applied to states on a case-by-case basis is known as: 
A.  dual federalism.  
B.  cooperative federalism.  
C.  due process.  
D.  selective incorporation. 

 
 
14.  Cooperative federalism is: 

A.  when the states and the national government work independently to shape public policy. 
B.  when the states shape public policy only with the approval of the national government.  
C.  when the national government shapes public policy for the states to enforce.  
D.  when the states and the national government work together to shape public policy. 

 
 
15.  Which statement BEST summarizes the effect of the Great Depression on American federalism? 

A.  States grew stronger and the balance of federalism shifted towards state power.  
B.  The national government grew stronger since the states could not cope with the crisis. 
C.  American federalism as a whole grew stronger.  
D.  The governments were able to work together to develop public policy to get out of the Depression.  

 
 
16.  Roosevelt established a series of programs that would provide financial aid and insurance to Americans 
known as: 

A.  the New Deal. 
B.  the Social Security Act. 
C.  the Works Progress Administration.  
D.  the Long Term Disability Act.  

 
 
17.  The New Deal is an example of ______________________________________________________ federalism. 
 
 
18.  Robert has been unemployed for a couple months now due to the Great Depression, but has gotten a job 
through the Works Progress Administration. Which job is Robert likely to have now? 

A.  teaching math at a local public school  
B.  building a new public school 
C.  assisting local government officials  
D.  clerical work  

 
 
19.  Maria is a political scientist who believes that the national government and the state governments should 
work independent of one another to create public policy. Which would Maria be in favor of? 

A.  cooperative federalism  
B.  confederalism  
C.  dual federalism 
D.  unitarianism  

 
 


