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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter.  
 
Learning Target: Explain how modern presidents interact with the executive branch, Congress, and the public.  
 
AP® Key Concepts 
Executive Office of the President 
bargaining and persuasion 

bully pulpit 
going public 

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Methods of 
communication 

Impact on president's relationship 
with government 

Impact on president's relationship 
with public 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  The vice president is responsible for: 

A.  nominating justices to the Supreme Court.  
B.  assuming the office of the presidency if the president is unable to perform his duties.  
C.  speaking with foreign leaders regarding policy.  
D.  all matters regarding public relations for the president.  

 
 
2.  What is the main purpose of the vice president presiding over the Senate? 

A.  to cast a vote to break a tie in the Senate 
B.  to vote on matters of legislation regularly  
C.  to shape and influence policy in favor of the president’s agenda  
D.  to keep the Senate on task and productive when in session  

 
 
3.  What is the main idea behind the president choosing a qualified vice president? 

A.  to ensure that the vice president will be able to assist in the duties of the presidency  
B.  to select the best option for potential succession of the presidency  
C.  to balance the ticket in terms of representation of voters.  
D.  to choose the best option for a national policy advisor, a responsibility of the vice presidency  
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4.  Which statement describes the role of the first spouse? 
A.  Each first spouse takes on a cause that is meaningful to them and implements policy in that area.  
B.  The first spouse often handles matters related to keeping the White House in order.  
C.  The first spouse has no formal role in the executive branch. 
D.  The first spouse generally organizes functions, fund-raisers, and press conferences.  

 
 
5.  Which is a feature of the modern presidency, according to Fred Greenstein? 

A.  Presidents initiate more legislation. 
B.  Presidents have smaller staffs.  
C.  Presidents have devolved power to the states and Congress.  
D.  Presidents generally stay out of the public eye.  

 
 
6.  The Executive Office of the President is: 

A.  a small group of advisors close to the president.  
B.  a collection of offices within the White House to provide information to the president. 
C.  a group of staff members who coordinate press conferences. 
D.  a group of people who advise the president on improving public image. 

 
 
7.  Mary is part of the executive branch and her work involves reviewing policy initiatives and determining how 
much of the budget should go toward key policies that fit within the president’s agenda. Mary is likely part of: 

A.  the National Security Council.  
B.  the Council of Economic Advisors.  
C.  the Executive Office of the President.  
D.  the Office of Management and Budget. 

 
 
8.  Which is a characteristic of a divided government? 

A.  legislative gridlock 
B.  bipartisan legislature  
C.  increased lawmaking  
D.  decreased partisan politics 

 
 
9.  Which statement BEST describes how bargaining and persuasion is used? 

A.  Congress attempts to persuade the president to sign bills into law.  
B.  The American people urge their representatives and senators to vote for a certain policy.  
C.  The president attempts to persuade Congress to support his or her policy initiatives.  
D.  The president urges Americans to put pressure on their representatives to vote for a certain policy.  

 
 
10.  The president is increasingly concerned with his or her ability to influence Congress and decides to appeal to 
the American people, hoping they will put pressure on Congress to vote in favor of legislation that benefits the 
president and the United States as a whole. This is an example of: 

A.  the president going public.  
B.  the president using social media.  
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C.  the president using the bully pulpit.  
D.  the president using bargaining and persuasion.  

 
 
11.  Utilizing social media, giving major speeches, and delivering the State of the Union Address are all ways a 
president can: 

A.  mobilize public opinion. 
B.  go public. 
C.  use the bully pulpit.  
D.  bargain and persuade.  

 
 
12.  Which is a fact regarding high approval ratings for the president? 

A.  Higher approval ratings generally happen at the middle of a president’s term.  
B.  Higher approval ratings increase the chances of a president being reelected.  
C.  Higher approval ratings give the president more power over Congress. 
D.  Higher approval ratings are not an accurate way to determine how the public feels about the 
president.  

 
 
13.  Angela is a fifteen-year-old student in high school who came to the United States when she was ten, without 
the proper documentation. Angela cannot be deported while she is in school based on the: 

A.  existing United States immigration laws.  
B.  Immigration Act.  
C.  Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. 
D.  Undocumented Students Act.  


