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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter.  
 
Learning Target: Examine how the Constitution and Bill of Rights protect individual liberties.   
 
AP® Key Concepts 
civil liberties 
civil rights 

bill of rights 

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Excerpt from Constitution and 
Bill of Rights 

Protection of liberties  Arguments surrounding 
protections 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  The main difference between civil rights and civil liberties is: 

A.  The government gives people civil liberties; people are born with civil rights.  
B.  The government is able to infringe upon civil liberties.  
C.  The government gives people civil rights; people are born with civil liberties. 
D.  Civil rights are protected in the Bill of Rights, civil liberties are not.  

 
 
2.  Mark works for a government agency that is collecting data from Americans without their consent and 
believes the people deserve to know. He decides to publish the data and practices of the agency. Which 
outcome is MOST likely for Mark? 

A.  conviction under the Espionage Act  
B.  imprisonment in Guantanamo Bay  
C.  recognized by the president for bravery  
D.  termination of employment  

 
 
3.  Which statement supports the purpose of the Bill of Rights? 

A.  to appease Federalist concerns that the government would become tyrannical  
B.  to ease the tensions between Federalists and Antifederalists 
C.  to prevent a tyrannical government  
D.  to list the rights of the people that the government must protect 

 
 
4.  The proposal for a bill of rights to be included in the Constitution was initially: 

A.  widely supported.  
B.  defeated unanimously. 
C.  supported by only a few states.  
D.  seen as important to protecting Americans.  
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5.  Which document outlined the arguments against having a bill of rights in the Constitution? 
A.  Federalist No. 5  
B.  Federalist No. 10  
C.  Federalist No. 50  
D.  Federalist No. 84 

 
 
6.  According to Alexander Hamilton, why would a bill of rights be dangerous to individual liberty? 

A.  It would limit the rights of the people. 
B.  It would show the government which rights could potentially be infringed upon.  
C.  It would not be comprehensive, and, therefore, the government could infringe on any rights not 
listed. 
D.  It would discriminate against certain groups of people.  

 
 
7.  James is researching the history of the Bill of Rights. Which is a fact James is likely to come across in his 
research? 

A.  It was a widely supported idea during the ratification debates. 
B.  The first draft of the Constitution included a bill of rights. 
C.  Twelve amendments were proposed originally to be part of the Bill of Rights. 
D.  Alexander Hamilton proposed the Bill of Rights.  

 
 
8.  What would result if the First Amendment was repealed? 

A.  Citizens would not be able to freely express themselves through speech or writing. 
B.  Citizens would not be able to protect themselves from a tyrannical government. 
C.  Citizens would not be given a fair trial.  
D.  States would not have any power devolved to them.  

 
 
9.  The framers supported the Second Amendment because it allowed for: 

A.  the ability to defend against a tyrannical government.  
B.  the ability to print or speak freely and without punishment.  
C.  protection against self-incrimination.  
D.  a better distribution of power between the central government and the states.  

 
 
10.  The _______________________________ Amendment protects rights that are not listed in the Constitution. 


