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 Before you read 

Before reading this section, take a moment to read the Learning Target and vocabulary terms you will 
encounter. 
 
Learning Target: Examine the fight against segregation, including the Supreme Court's decision in Brown v. 
Board of Education.  
 
AP® Key Concepts 
Thirteenth Amendment 
Fourteenth Amendment 
equal protection clause 
Fifteenth Amendment 
separate but equal 

legal segregation 
de jure segregation 
de facto segregation 
affirmative action 

 

 While you read 
Use the following table to take notes as you read the section.  
 

Events in the fight against segregation Impact on civil rights 
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 After you read 

Once you've finished reading the section, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  The Supreme Court ruled in Dred Scott v. Sanford that former slaves and the descendants of slaves were: 

A.  unable to obtain land because they were not citizens.  
B.  unable to obtain an education because they were not born in the United States.  
C.  required to be segregated in schools based on race.  
D.  not U.S. citizens and did not have the same rights as U.S. citizens.  

 
 
2.  The Thirteenth Amendment was created to: 

A.  give African Americans the right to vote.  
B.  provide reparations to former slaves.  
C.  ensure that African Americans were paid the same wages as Caucasians.  
D.  completely end slavery in the United States.  

 
 
3.  The equal protection clause is used to: 

A.  protect only U.S. citizens from discrimination.  
B.  protect the states from civil suits.  
C.  protect freedom of speech.  
D. protect the civil rights of all citizens.  
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4.  African Americans gained the right to vote after the _______________________________ Amendment 
passed in 1870.  
 
 
5.  The separate but equal clause allowed for segregation as long as:  

A.  states could prove that it was for the benefit of all citizens. 
B.  African Americans were given warning before they faced segregation.  
C.  whites were able to eat in African American restaurants.  
D.  facilities for both whites and blacks were equal. 

 
 
6.  Thurgood Marshall is credited with:  

A.  starting the fight against segregation.  
B.  protesting the horrible treatment of African Americans.  
C.  demanding a retrial in Plessy v. Ferguson.  
D.  fighting against the Ku Klux Klan.  

 
 
7.  Legal segregation is a type of segregation supported by: 

A.  custom.  
B.  consensus. 
C.  law. 
D.  the NAACP.  

 
 
8.  Brown v. Board of Education was heard by the Supreme Court in 1954 and was: 

A.  five cases combined to end segregation. 
B.  struck down by the justices before they heard the case.  
C.  responsible for the segregation in public schools.  
D.  focused on removing white teachers from black schools.  

 
 
9.  Evidence presented during Brown v. Board of Education proved that:  

A.  African American children and white children were equal in academic potential. 
B.  White children were not able to focus.  
C.  African American children benefited from segregation.  
D.  Both African American and white children were getting an equal education under segregation.  

 
 
10.  De jure segregation is segregation that is:  

A.  illegal.  
B.  written in to law. 
C.  allowed by both races.  
D.  accepted by state law only.  
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11.  _____ is a type of segregation that is a personal preference.  
A.  Cultural segregation  
B.  Personal segregation  
C.  De facto segregation  
D.  De jure segregation  

 
 
12.  Affirmative action is a policy designed to help address the consequences of: 

A.  previous discrimination.  
B.  Brown v. Board of Education.  
C.  current discrimination.  
D.  Gratz v. Bollinger.  

 


