Chapter 5: Toward Independence: Years of Decision, 1763–1776

I. Imperial Reform, 1763–1765

1. The Legacy of War

A. Disputes over Trade and Troops

B. The National Debt

2. George Grenville: Imperial Reformer

A. The Sugar Act

B. Constitutional Conflict

3. An Open Challenge: The Stamp Act

II. The Dynamics of Rebellion, 1765–1770

1. Politicians Protest and the Crowd Rebels

A. The Stamp Act Congress

B. The Motives of the Crowd

2. The Ideological Roots of Resistance

3. Parliament Compromises, 1766

4. Charles Townsend Steps In

5. America Debates and Resists Again

A. A Second Boycott and the Daughters of Liberty

B. Britain Threatens Coercion

6. Lord North Compromises, 1770

A. Nonimportation Succeeds

B. Sovereignty Debated

III. The Road to Independence, 1771–1776

1. A Compromise Repudiated
A. The East India Company and the Tea Act

B. The Tea Party and the Coercive Acts

2. The Continental Congress Responds

3. The Rising of the Countryside

4. Loyalist Americans

5. Armed Resistance Begins
6. The Second Continental Congress Organizes for War

A. Congress versus King George

B. Fighting in the South

7. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense
8. Independence Declared

