Chapter 15: Reconstruction, 1865–1877

I. The Struggle for National Reconstruction

1. Presidential Approaches: From Lincoln to Johnson

2. Congress versus the President

A. Radical Republicans and the Fourteenth Amendment

3. Radical Reconstruction

A. The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson

B. The Election of 1868 and the Fifteenth Amendment

4. Woman Suffrage Denied

II. The Meaning of Freedom

1. The Quest for Land

A. Freed Slaves and Northerners: Conflicting Goals

B. Wage Labor and Sharecropping

2. Republican Governments in the South

3. Building Black Communities

III. The Undoing of Reconstruction

1. The Republican Unraveling

A. The Disillusioned Liberals

2. Counterrevolution in the South


A. The Supreme Court Rejection of Equal Rights

3. The Political Crisis of 1877

4. Lasting Legacies  

