
PsychInquiry CD 
Activity name: Primacy and Recency Effects 

Student’s name:  
 
Instructions: Complete this worksheet and hand it in to your instructor.     
 
Questions 
 
1.  Which words did you correctly remember? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What is the primacy effect? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What words that you remembered demonstrate a primacy effect? 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What is the recency effect? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What words that you remembered demonstrated a recency effect? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What does memory consolidation have to do with disruption of short-term memory 
encoding? 
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