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 10.  TECHNOLOGY 
 CORNER

 

Let’s use a graphing calculator to select an SRS of 10 students from the Canyon del Oro High School roster.
1. Check that your calculator’s random number generator is working properly.

CHOOSING AN SRS
TI-Nspire instructions in Appendix B; HP Prime instructions on the book’s Web site.

TI-89
• Press CATALOG , then F3  (Flash Apps) and choose 

randInt(. Complete the command TIStat.
randInt(1,1750)and press ENTER .

Compare your results with those of your classmates. If several students got the same number, you’ll need to seed your 
calculator’s random integer generator with different numbers before you proceed. Directions for doing this are given in the 
Annotated Teacher’s Edition.

AP® Exam Common Error

When describing how to select a 
sample using a random integer 
generator, many students forget to 
address what to do with repeated 
integers. Students must explicitly 
state that repeated integers should be 
ignored or say that they will generate 
random integers until they get n 
different numbers in the specified range. 

TECHNOLOGY TIP

Remind students that they can watch 
a video presentation of  this technology 
corner (for the TI-83/84, TI-89, or  
TI-Nspire) at www.whfreeman.com/tps5e. 

TECHNOLOGY TIP

To seed the random number generator on 
the TI-83/84, have students enter a unique 
number on their home screen, such as their 
phone number or student ID number. Then 
have them press the STOS button (just 
above the ON button). Finally, have them 
press the MATH button, scroll to the PROB
menu, choose the first option, rand, and 
press ENTER, as shown.

TECHNOLOGY TIP

To seed the random number generator on the TI-
89, from the home screen, press CATALOG and 
scroll down to RandSeed. Press ENTER to select 
the command. Then enter a unique number and 
press ENTER, as shown. 
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2. Randomly generate 10 distinct numbers from 1 to 1750.
Do randInt(1,1750)again. Keep pressing ENTER  until you have chosen 10 different labels.

TECHNOLOGY TIP

It is also possible to generate sets of  
random numbers at one time. For example, 
the command randInt(1,28,4)  
will generate four random integers from  
1 to 28. However, because each number is 
independently generated, you may not get 
four unique numbers with this command.

AP® Exam Tip

Occasionally, students are asked to 
use random digits on the AP® exam, so 
make sure to have your students use a 
table of  random digits from time to time. 

AP® Exam Common Error

When working with a table of  random 
digits, it is very important that each 
label have the same number of  digits. 
For example, if  you need 50 labels, use 
01–50 rather than 1–50. The single 
digit “1” has a 10% chance of  occurring 
but the two-digit combination “01” has 
the proper 2% chance of  occurring. 
Also, students often lose credit for 
failing to address what they will do with 
a repeated label. See the note on the 
previous page for more details. 




